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Pastor’s Annual Report 

 
In 2007 we began to live into our dreams of the past several years, as we 

celebrated the dedication of our refurbished sanctuary on May 6 in a joyous worship 
service that welcomed over 200 present and former members, as well as local classis and 
political dignitaries.  The Honorable Senator Rodney Frelinghuysen, a direct descendant 
of our first minister, the Reverend Theodorus Jacobus Frelinghuysen, spoke.  The 
Hardenburg family, direct descendants of the third minister, the Reverend Doctor Jacob 
Hardenburg, presented a bible that had been given by their family to the Reverend 
Benjamin Wyckoff, who had used it to catechize young people in the congregation during 
the almost five decades that he served this congregation. 

The Spiritual Care Committee worked in concert with our Youth and Family 
Ministry staff person, Jennie Clark, to fulfill the needs for fellowship and service that had 
been a perceived gap in the congregation.  As we experimented with different programs 
and processes, we discovered that what the congregation really wanted was a process that 
more closely integrated our worship services, our children’s Sunday School program, our 
neighborhood outreach to children and families, and some of our family fellowship 
activities.  Accordingly, Family Sunday was born. 

As a consequence of this integration, worship also shifted from being based 
primarily on the lectionary to being based more on an overarching theme for the 
academic year, which was then broken down into themes that reflected the liturgical and 
secular calendars; Advent and Lent, Thanksgiving and other seasonal events, were woven 
together into a liturgical overview that attempted to unify these various strands into a 
beautiful and hopefully cohesive whole. 

In 2007 work continued on other projects, most notably the Memorial Garden, 
under the very able leadership of Bob Lehman.  Sadly, Bob was called home to the Lord 
in early December; the work that he was so devoted to will continue, but those who have 
been laboring for the past year and a half will miss his steadfast work, his smile, and his 
encouragement. 

In 2007 the consistory also began to take steps to better understand our finances, 
as a way to be sure that we were fiscally responsible, and using the financial resources 
that God has blessed us with in the best ways possible.  The consistory made a decision to 
change our financial record keeping system from PowerChurch, which is a very 
sophisticated financial software program designed for “mega-churches” to Quicken, 
which more of the consistory is familiar with, and which is much more user-friendly than 
PowerChurch. 

We intentionally designed fellowship, outreach and fundraising opportunities, and 
even worship services, so as to maximize our efforts.  We did blood drives, art auctions, a 
turkey dinner, Harvest Home, clothing drives, the rededication service, and the Christmas 
and Easter services.  People cooked and quilted and sawed and hammered and dug and 
sang and rang.  We talked and prayed and designed websites and welcomed newcomers, 
always listening for God’s guidance through the Holy Spirit. 

God is good – all the time!  God has blessed us abundantly, and we have tried to 
respond in kind, by being faithful in our witness to His call.  May He continue to bless us 
as we work to spread the Good News of salvation here in this corner of NJ! 
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READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH  

DIRECTORY  
2008 

 
 

Church 
 

124 Readington Road 
Box 1, Readington, NJ  08870 

(908) 534-2077 
(908) 534-0868 (fax) 

Email: office@readingtonreformed.org 
 
 

Pastor 
 

Pastor Cathy Gumpert 
126 Readington Road 

Box 19, Readington, NJ  08870 
(908) 534-9959 

Email: pastorcathy@readingtonreformed.org 
 
 

The Consistory 
 
 

Elders       Deacons 
 
�
Marvin Fields  2008   Imre Vitez  2008   
   Finance Chair & Endowment     Cemetery & Fundraising       
Sue Sohl  2008      Janet Cole  2008  
   Fellowship & Outreach      Clerk of Consistory 
La Verne Linskey 2009      James Kennedy 2009  
   Spiritual Care       IT   
Steve Freeman  2009   Kim Cole  2009   

        Deacon Chair 
Ken Iselin  2010      Fellowship/Outreach & Endowment 
   Vice President     Lisa Stettner  2010  
   Building & Grounds       Fellowship/Outreach 
Wilma Matysek 2010   Ken Ciccotelli  2010  
   Memorial & Student Loans      Cemetery 
   Endowment         Building & Grounds 
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Staff 
 
 
 
 
Pastor                                                  Cathy Gumpert  
Pastor Emeritus   Donald McCabe   
Church Secretary   Terry Digan    
Clerk of Consistory Janet Cole    
Director of Music/Organist   
Sunday School Superintendents         Donna Freeman  
                                                            Sandy Vitez  
Church Treasurer    
Assistant Church Treasurer                 
Church Financial Secretary  Marvin Fields    
Women's Ministries                            Patricia Ciccotelli  
Memorials/Student Loans Chair Patrice Chadwick   
Prayer Chain Coordinator  Reba Jermyn    
Church Flower Coordinator               Chris Harvey  
Nursery                                               Kim Cole  
Sunday School Nursery Coordinator Maria Cermenaro   
Librarian                                             Shirley Koller  
Harvest Home Chair   Burnett Lewis    
     Patricia Ciccotelli   
Quilting Group Leader  Shirley Spildooren   
Cemetery Superintendent                    Ken Iselin  
                                                             Dick Weger  
Interfaith Hospitality Chair                 Susan Lelah  
Classis Delegate                                  Bob Cole  
Alternate Classis Delegate                  Ken Iselin  
�
�
�
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RRC Congregation 

Great Consistory 

Youth & Family 
Ministry:  

Janet Cole, liaison 
See Spiritual Care 

Pastor : Cathy Gumpert 

Vice-President of Consistory : Ken Iselin 

Outreach:  
Sue Sohl 

Lisa Stettner 

Building & 
Grounds:  

Ken Iselin, Chair 
Ken Ciccotelli 
Jim Kennedy 
 Imre Vitez 

Cemetery:  
Ken Iselin, Chair 

Imre Vitez, liaison 
Ken Ciccotelli 
Jim Kennedy 

Consistory  

Elders:  
Ken Iselin, Chair 

Marvin Fields 
Steve Freeman 

LaVerne Linskey 
Wilma Matysek 

Sue Sohl 

Deacons:  
Kim Cole, Chair 
Ken Ciccotelli 

Janet Cole 
Jim Kennedy 
Lisa Stettner 

Imre Vitez 

Spiritual Care:  
Donna Freeman, 

Chair 
LaVerne Linskey, 

liaison 

Christian 
Education: 

Donna Freeman & 
Sandy Vitez, Chairs 
See Spiritual Care 

 

Memorial & 
Student Loans:  

Pat Chadwick, Chair 
Wilma Matysek 

Endowment:  
 Marvin Fields, Chair 

Kim Cole 
Wilma Matysek 

 
 

Music:  
See Spiritual Care 

 

Finance:  
Marvin Fields, Chair 

Janet Cole 
Ken Iselin 

IHN: 
 Sue Lelah, Chair 

Custodians:  
Stanly and Anna Gomez 

Secretary :  
Terry Digan  

Music Director:  
open 

Worshp:  
See Spiritual Care 

 

IT: 
 Jim Kennedy, Chair 
Imre Vitez, liaison 

 

Pastoral Care:  
Ken Iselin, Chair 

Fundraising:  
Imre Vitez, liaison 

Janet Cole 
 

Consistory Clerk:  
Janet Cole  

Fellowship:  
Shirley Koller, Chair 

Sue Sohl, liaison 
Lisa Stettner 

Kim Cole 
 

Missions:  
See Deacons 

 
 

Women’s 
Minsitries: 

Pat Ciccotelli, Chair 
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VITAL STATISTICS  

 
     2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
   
Families*        62    60     62      78     70     65    
 
Members 
   Active      103    97     99   105   113   108     94    
   Inactive        90    83   152   142   131   133   116      
   Baptized (but not confirmed)     51       56     51     59     71     67     56      
      
   Total       244  236   302   306   315   308   266    
      
Adherents**        22    23     23     15     17       8       6      
 
Average Sunday Attendance      99   106   105     99     84   115     89    
       
*Households with at least one active or inactive member. 
**People who regularly participate but are not members. 
 
Baptisms 
 Sue Engel, Adult 
 Mackenzie Lynch, daughter of Barbara Lynch 
 Gabrielle Elizabeth Menyhert, daughter of Tibor and Beth 
 
New Members Received 
 
Michael Boch   Confession of Faith 
Sue Engel   Reaffirmation of Faith 
Ashley Fields   Confession of Faith 
Carol Gauer   Reaffirmation of Faith 
Kathy Hoe   Confession of Faith 
Emily Lelah   Confession of Faith 
Lauren Price   Confession of Faith 
Stacy Stansbury  Reaffirmation of Faith 
Kaitlyn Vitez   Confession of Faith 
Danielle Weber  Confession of Faith 
 
Transfer of Membership 
 
Mel Bivins   United Methodist Church of Fredericksburg 
Sue Bivins   United Methodist Church of Fredericksburg 
Laurie Toyberg  Schoeneck Moravian Church of Nazareth, PA 
Warren Toyberg  Schoeneck Moravian Church of Nazareth, PA  
 
Church Member Deaths 
 
Robert Terhune Lehman  December 4, 2007 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE  
 
 
The job of the Finance Committee is not only money. It is first and foremost about 
furthering the work of GOD, through Jesus Christ. We accept your gifts, prepare budgets 
and act as good stewards of these, your Readington Reformed Church funds. 
 
2007 saw an increase in Mission Giving to $5,378, while Weekly Giving increased from 
YR 2006 of $106,158 to YR 2007 $152,000 or 43% increase.  The Holiday Offering was 
even with budget and the YR 2006 total of $5,650.  
 
Our 2008 budget is a balanced one.  Expenses are projected higher in 2008 versus 2007 
based upon the rise in oil prices.  All employees’ pay was reduced in the 2008 budget to 
help defer the rise in building expenses and to bring our total budget in balance.  Our 
pledges were flat from 2007 to 2008. 
 
Members of the Finance Committee have given their time and talents to insure the proper 
financial stewardship of our church. Please thank the counters and the assistant counters 
who have served throughout the year.    
 
 

Marvin Fields 
Finance Chair person 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Assets at the end of 12/31/2007 were as follows 
 
General Checking     $ 49,331 
RCA Cash Fund RE 240    $   3,217 
Mabel Hall Trust Fund    $107,000 
RCA Annuity RE 0236    $ 12,980 
Building Fund RE 0243    $   4,724 
RRC –Music Fund      $   2,295 
 
Total Assets      $179,547 
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2007 DETAILS 
 
Opening Balance Checking Account       $59,558.10 
 
 
INCOME   
Loose Offering  $9,898.21  
Weekly Offering  $152,113.38  
Initial Envelopes  $170.00  
Donations   $4,446.00  
IHN Donation  $270.00  
Ash Wednesday  $174.00  
Maundy Thursday  $105.00  
Lenten Envelopes  $637.00  
Easter   $1,880.00  
Thanksgiving  $135.00  
Christmas   $2,675.00  
Harvest Home   $0.00  
Denominational Assessment $2,558.81  
Mabel Hall Trust  $3,077.20  
Fund Transfers  $0.00  
Interest - RCA Funds  $0.00  
Dinners (2)  $0.00  
Uncategorized  $1,835.00  
Building Fund Donation $4,722.00  
Music Club?  $25.00  
Youth & Family Ministry Income $91.65  
    
TOTAL GENERAL FUND 
INCOME                        $184,813.25  
    
Other monies & Flow Through: 
Fundraising  $23,112.02  
Lilly Grant   $1,000.00  
All Deacons' Funds  $2,244.60  
Missions of the Month $5,378.50  
Sunday School Offerings $660.84  
All Reimbursable  $12,964.62  
Sanctuary Redesign Fund Offerings $23,934.00  
    
All Non-General Fund Income $69,294.58  
    
Total Monies In - All Sources $254,107.83  
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EXPENSES  

2007ACTUAL 
12/31/2007 

    
Salaries & Taxes (inc. federal taxes) $98,895.78  
Pension & Insurance $22,858.72  
Office Expense  $9,926.94  
Copy Machine Lease Pmt $0.00  
Worship Expense  $829.25  
Pulpit Supply  $300.00  
Music   $546.68  
Fellowship  $552.02  
Outreach   $1,157.89  
Pastor Expense  $2,859.20  
Christian Education  $4,100.68  
Building & Grounds  $25,748.32  
Gifts   $0.00  
Stewardship  $820.84  
IT Expense  $723.25  
Denominational Assessment $7,146.80  

TOTAL 
EXPENSE   $176,466.37  
Unbudgeted Expenses to Sept 2007 
Uncategorized  $182.56  
Uncategorized /non-ledger $8,311.96  
Bank Charge (January 2007) $470.56  
Bad Debt   $147.95  
Sanctuary Redesign Expenses $32,351.61  
Art Auction  $339.07  
Art Auction - Food  $70.62  
Ham Dinner Tickets  $20.00  
Harvest Home-Food  $3,930.00  
Harvest Home-Stamps $348.00  
Turkey Dinner  $1,040.53  
IHN non-Food  $80.00  
Loan Repayment - Cemetery $3,390.00 
Rededication Celebration $3,677.75  
Rent on Equipment (Dunk Tank?) $185.00  
Youth and Family Ministry $206.67  
Un reconciled  $1,891.65  
 
Total Unbudgeted Expenses to Date $56,643.93  
Total Reimbursable $18,792.01  
    
All total expenses to date $251,902.31  

 
 
Closing Checking Account Balance      $49,331.20 
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SPIRITUAL CARE  
 
 
WORSHIP 
 
2007 marked the second time that we celebrated Ash Wednesday with Stanton Reformed. 
The Reverend Faith Link preached once again, and we again offered an imposition of 
ashes for those who desired it (on their foreheads or on the back of their hands).   
 
The Lenten sermon series was entitled PASSION: Our Relationship with God.  It was 
centered around the story of Ruth, Naomi and Boaz, and Jesus’ final discourse with the 
disciples, as relayed through the Gospel of John: 14-17.  We also had a joint Maundy 
Thursday Seder Potluck with Stanton, and the Good Friday Tenebrae service, as well as 
the cemetery sunrise and Easter service on Easter morning.   
  
The sanctuary was rededicated on May 6 in a joyous celebration of thankfulness at God’s 
faithfulness.  The Hardenburg family donated a family bible that had been used by the 
Reverend Wyckoff to catechize young members of the congregation, and we celebrated 
the ministry that God is still calling us to. 
  
Children’s Day was a joyful celebration of the culmination of the Sunday School year. 
  
In September we went off the lectionary, as we framed our worship, our Sunday School, 
and our youth and family ministry activities around A*RKS (Acts of *not-so Random 
Kindnesses).  We broke this down into smaller units: Great is Thy Faithfulness, which 
centered on Noah, and Jesus’ actions as told in the Gospel of Matthew, from early 
September through Consecration Sunday, then Thanks + Giving.  For Advent, we 
were “On the Road to Bethlehem,” as we considered what that road looked like 
from various points of view (prophets, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and the 
magi).  We also continued to hold our two Christmas Eve services; the 7 PM service 
is a joyous celebration that incorporates participation by all of the musical groups in the 
church.  This year we also involved the children’s Sunday School as we reflected on what 
it was like on that road to Bethlehem.  Some of the children did readings from scripture, 
and some of them acted things out, as we tied together the lighting of the candles of the 
Advent wreath throughout the readings of scripture, following the gospel of Matthew.  
The 11 PM service is quiet and simple, and we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Both 
Christmas Eve services are candlelight services. 
  
We continued to experiment somewhat with musical genres in worship, including the 
blues, gospel and folk-type music).  We also continued occasionally returning to the 
ancient practice of psalmody, using a cantor to sing the verses of the psalm that is the call 
to worship; the congregation responds with the refrain.  We will continue to expose the 
congregation to a variety of worshipful music, and worshipful practices, in the future. 
  
We will continue to encourage members of the congregation to help lead worship, 
primarily through becoming trained as worship assistants and as preachers of children’s 
sermons.  Please see Pastor Cathy if you are interested.  We welcome your participation! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

As part of the Spiritual Care Committee, the Christian Education branch strives to 
provide spiritual nourishment to both youth and adults. New member classes for teens 
and adults, bible studies, the library, Sunday School and Vacation Bible Camp are all 
components of this program. 

Our Christian Education year begins in September with a Church Family Pancake 
Breakfast and Parent Meeting and ends in June on Children's Day with all ages leading 
the congregation in worship and attending the church-wide Family Picnic. Over the 
summer, we sponsored Vacation Bible Camp where 68 children from both the 
congregation and the community discovered how to have courage as God's special 
agents. We also worked with our Youth & Family Ministry director, Jennie Clark, on 
new programming. Although Jennie is no longer with us, we have continued to 
implement monthly Family Sunday workshops throughout the fall and into 2008. This 
program coordinates Pastor Cathy's worship themes with youth group activities that go 
beyond the curriculum. 

Also new for the fall of 2007.....Assembly and A.R.K. Every Sunday, all children meet 
in the sanctuary before Sunday School class to collect the offering, pray and enjoy 

sing-a-longs. Missional activities rotate on a monthly basis and allow the 
children to practice Acts of Random Kindness.In 2007, the children participated 

in an Advent skit on Christmas Eve. Scout Sunday in February invites Cub Scouts, 
Boy Scouts and all levels of Girl Scouts to participate in worship as greeters, ushers and 
readers. Weekly Sunday School offerings were dedicated to Christine Pieper, a previous 
Sunday School student in her second year as a full-time campus missionary at the 
University of Alabama, and the RCWS Windmills of Ethiopia. In addition, the children 
worked on ollaborative service projects including collecting school supplies for Starfish 
and Halloween costumes for IHN, gathering items for RCWS scho kit and making Lamb 
of God bookmarks for Meals on Wheels. 

 
FALL 2006 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
Preschool and Kindergarten   Judy Iselin and Ken Iselin 
1st and 2nd grade    Laura Fields and Carol Gauer 
3rd and 4th grade    Pat Ciccotelli and Wendi Kalley 
5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade   Brenda Gerlipp and Bob LeFever 
9th - 12th grade    Donna Boch and Steve Freeman 
Adult Sunday School and Wed. Evening B/S Marvin Fields 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  Pastor Cathy Gumpert 
Craft and Activity Coordinator  Sandy Vitez 
Christian Education Co-Chairs  Donna Freeman and Sandy Vitez 

Looking forward to 2008.....our goals include creating theological benchmarks for the 
children to prepare them for confirmation and customizing curricula for the team 
teachers. 

THANK YOU to the teachers, volunteers and parents who donate their time and supplies 
to further the spiritual growth of the children in our congregation! 

    Respectively submitted, Donna Freeman 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 
No report submitted. 
 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY  
2007 turned out to be a great year for the music department at RRC!  Of course, one of 
the highlights of the year was the Service of Rededication, which took place last spring 
and featured all of our musical ensembles.  The choirs sang and played beautifully, and 
their efforts were well received by those who were in attendance.   
 
The Cymbalum Ringers (youth bell choir) and the Youth Choir have grown in 
size and strength.  Many new kids have joined the ranks, and their enthusiasm has 
definitely been a big shot in the arm for these children’s programs.  It’s nice to see 
so much growth in this area, and we hope it continues to build.  After a little break, 
the Cherub Choir regrouped and is now singing in church again at least once a month.   
 

The adult ensembles, the Chancel Choir and Readington Ringers continue to provide 
our church with fine liturgical leadership and excellent musical performances.  And 
they do so out of a keen sense of stewardship, dedication and loyalty.  Bravo to each 
and every one of these dear committed souls! 

 
As we enter a new year of splendid music making, please make an effort to thank the 
choristers for the work and effort they so selflessly offer on our behalf. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      John Ayer, Organist & Music Director 
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE  

 
Our roster of missions for 2007 was: 
 
Month/Occasion  Mission   Category Offering 
 
January   RCA World Services World  $428.00 
February   Bessie Green  Urban  $461.00 
March   Ministry to the Aging Local  $401.00 
April   Camp Warwick  Urban  $535.00 
May   New Brunswick Seminary Local  $433.00 
June   Habitat for Humanity Local  $406.00 
July   Words of Hope  World  $436.00 
August   Good News Home 
      For Women  Local  $391.00 
September  Rutgers Protestant 
      Campus Ministries World  $218.00 
   Navigators  World  $218.00 
October   IHN   Local  $163.00 
   Starfish   Local  $163.00 
November  Pokot People  World  $496.00 
December  Hunterdon Hospital 
      Chaplaincy  Local  $ 
   South Bound Brook 
      Soup Kitchen  Local  $ 
 
Special Missions: 
Freewill offering at Sanctuary Redesign Dedication Ceremony: 
   IHN   Local  $165.00 
   Starfish   Local  $165.00 
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DEACON’S REPORT 
 
The focus of the deacons is to provide care and support to members of the congregation 
and the local community.  Each month, there was a Deacon of the Month who was 
responsible for coordinating meals, rides, and general assistance to members who needed 
help.  There were also specific efforts made to provide rides to church for those who 
needed transportation.   
 
One of the primary focuses of the Deacons in 2007 was the local Starfish program.  Six 
collections were coordinated this year, including food, filled backpacks for school 
children, monetary collections, the holiday Giving Tree, and holiday food collections.  
Through these concentrated efforts, the entire congregation provided tremendous support 
for those people in our community in need of assistance. 
 
This year, in conjunction with Christian Ed, we headed a church drive to put together 
school materials to be sent to Church World Services. 
 
In addition to special projects (such as Starfish), the Deacons play a vital roll in the day-
to-day, week-to-week, and month-to-month life of Readington Reformed Church.  On an 
on-going basis, the Deacons do the following: 
 

·  Annual Consistory Retreat 
·  Consistory Meetings 
·  Deacons Meetings 
·  Serving Communion 
·  Assisting Counters each week 
·  Sanctuary Redesign special meetings 
·  Elder/Deacon workshop 

 
Sincere thanks to all the deacons for fulfilling their call to serve, and especially to Brenda 
Gerlipp and Dave Terhune, our outgoing deacons who have completed their period of 
service. 
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IT TEAM  

 
 
For 2007 a primary focus was to better understand the IT needs of our Church and to 
reestablish committee membership.  We have been blessed with a four member 
committee. 
 
Our most significant accomplishment was reestablishing the Church’s web site presence.  
A new web hosting provider, Christian Web Host Inc., was selected and the Church’s 

web site, www.readingtonreformed.org, reestablished by our dedicated IT 
committee members.  Email services were also transitioned to Christian 
Web Host Inc.  The objective of the new web site was to facilitate 
communication to the congregation and to provide outreach to the 
community.   Late in the year, the congregation was surveyed to gauge the 

effectiveness of the web site and for feedback on the content.  Maintenance and updating 
of the web site is an ongoing effort.  A special thank you to Imre Vitez, Lou Takacs and 
Mike Thompson for their accomplishments and ongoing support. 
 
For 2008 we hope to increase committee membership and to further the use of IT in the 
Church.   
      Respectfully Submitted, 
      Jim Kennedy, I.T Chair 
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READINGTON QUILTERS  

 
 
A gift of $884.50 was given by the Quilters to the Readington Reformed Church at 
Harvest Home.  This money was earned throughout the year by the sale of quilts, the 
finishing and quilting of quilt tops, wall hangings, table runners, vests and pot holders. 
 
We have five active and devoted members who meet every Tuesday, year round, from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  All of the Readington Quilters are 
members of the Hunterdon County Quilting Guild which is celebrating their 30th 
Anniversary in 2008.  Through this group we have individually made and donated 
quilts to seriously ill children, for unwed mothers through “New Moms, New 
Expectations”, with Catholic Charities of Somerville, “Friendship Center for New 
Beginnings” in Flemington, flood victims in Mississippi, and for preemies at the 
Robert Wood Neo-Natal Hospital in New Brunswick. 
 
We gladly welcome any one to join us any Tuesday.  Bring a sandwich and join us!  We 
provide the coffee and tea and many surprise delicious desserts.  It’s a learning 
experience with great fellowship! 
 
For information call Shirley Spildooren (534-2276) or Ruth Connor (534-9672). 
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READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH WOMEN’S MINISTRIES  

 
Well, another year has gone by.  It was quite a busy year for us.  There were planning 
meetings, business meetings, and social events to plan and discuss.  We would love to 
have any one of the ladies in our church join us for all, or some, of the meetings.  We 
need and want fresh ideas.  Our goal is for Christian fellowship and to work toward 
helping our church for the glory of God in this place. 
 
In February we had a wonderful Fondue party with lot’s of good desserts to eat.  Lot’s of 
chocolate to enjoy.  Then we had our annual Lenten Breakfast with our keynote speaker 
being Rev. Sharon Culley from the Somerset Presbyterian Church in Franklin Twp.  She 
gave a wonderful heartfelt talk along with some of our talented youth who sang and 
played some lovely music.  The Breakfast was served by a group of men from our church 
who then cleaned up after us.  We thank them for their support. 
 
We were asked by the consistory to chair the May Turkey Dinner.  It was an important 
fundraiser and takes a lot of planning and help to get the job done.  It was very successful 
and enjoyed by all who attended and worked it. 
 
In June we always have our annual women’s picnic at either Judy Iselin’s house or the 
Manzo’s house.  It’s a pot luck supper with delicious dessert to follow.  We sing and just 
have a great time together. 
 
Our annual Craft Show comes up in October and is always the last Saturday of the 
month.  We try to raise enough money with table rentals, crafts from our church and 
luncheon at this event.  A lot of phone calling and mailings take place as well as planning 
meetings to put this all together.  Please keep this even on your calendar and plan to help 
and attend and bring as many friends as possible.  There were approximately 30 crafters 
who rented tables from us.  There are door prizes and great fun was had by all who came.  
$2,000 will be given toward the church roof from this event and the balance will be used 
to support our missions. 
 
December is our Christmas party get-together.  There’s always wonderful appetizers, lots 
of desserts and great presents to enjoy.  Plan to attend if you haven’t done so yet, it’s a lot 
of fun.  We always have 30 plus women attend.  It’s great fellowship too. 
 
Come join us – we’d love to have you!  God bless each and every one of you. 
 
 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
    Pat Ciccotelli, President 
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READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH WOMEN’S MINISTRIES  

TREASURER’S REPORT 2007 
 
 
Balance on hand as of January 1, 2007     $   2,826.99 
 
 
Receipts 
 
Offering     $     86.00 
Craft Show       2,368.50 
Contributions/Flowers     1,975.00 
Free Will Offering         184.00 
   Total Receipts    $4,613.50       4,613.50 
          $  7,440.49 
 
Disbursements 
 
Camp Warwick Scholarship Fund       500.00 
New Brunswick Seminary Women’s Auxillary  200.00 
Christine Pieper (Navigators)        200.00 
Reformed Church Home        200.00 
Sun National Bank      2,000.00 
Lenten Breakfast         240.30 
Craft Show          261.19 
Christmas Party           85.44 
Flowers-Easter & Christmas     1,071.57 
Free-will Offering (Redesign)       184.00 
   Total Disbursements   $4,942.50      4,942.50 
 
 
Balance on hand as of December 31, 2007     $ 2,497.99 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Rosemarie Manzo, Treasurer 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE  

 
Our sanctuary restoration was completed at the end of December 2006.  The project ran 
very smoothly and everything came together exceptionally well.  The three contractors 
worked together very well and had no issues.  The end result is a beautiful sanctuary that 
we all can be proud of.  I’d like to thank everyone for carrying hymnals, loosening the 
pews, taking up the old floor, pulling nails, dismantling the chancel, installing the new 
sound system, vacuuming and scrubbing the balcony floor and painting.  By doing this 
work ourselves we reduced the cost of the renovation by over $30,000. 
 
We did two major projects in 2007.  The Readington Fire Company power washed the 
front of the church.  The siding looks so much better.  They did a great job and it is much 
appreciated. 
 
We replaced the two doors under the front steps on the east side of the building.  We 
were able to save two of the six front doors that were replaced.  We cut them to size and 
they worked out well. 
 
We got to use the power lifts to clean the chandeliers in the sanctuary.  They operated 
very well.  The chandeliers will be cleaned again in the beginning of March.  We will 
schedule a work day to do this job. 

 
 

Our goal for 2008 is to replace the roof on the church and bell tower, as well as 
the siding on the bell tower.  The roof leak is above the chancel area on the left 
side.  We had it patched last fall and at present is not leaking.  We can put a 

new roof over the existing roof as the shingles are not curled and there is only one 
layer of shingles.  The tower roof is also bad.  The leakage on the tower comes from the 
cracks in the vertical siding and the flashing around the eyebrows.  The estimated cost to 
re-roof the church is $12,000.  The estimated cost to do the tower is $130,000. 
 
We must also come up with a plan to replace the two 1,000 gallon oil tanks.  They are 40 
plus years old.  They are insured by Pro Guard with a deductible.  We just renewed the 
policy with the effective date of 3/1/08.  The cost of the policy is approximately $500 a 
year. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
      Dick Weger, Co-Chair 
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READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH CEMETERY  

 
 
Remembering Bob Lehman, Supervisor of Readington Reformed Church Cemetery 
In 2007 we lost a dear friend and church family member, Bob Lehman.  Bob was a 
dedicated member of our church who went above and beyond the call of duty.  He served 
on consistory as a deacon for many years.  He chaired and worked on various 
committees.  He worked on many, varied committees, from finance to fund raising, to 
organizing church dinners as well as serving as Cemetery Superintendent.  He was a doer 
in the true sense of the word.  He would take ideas and involve others to accomplish the 
goal at hand.  Bob always put other people first and helped anyone in need.  He was a key 
member of the Memorial Garden project in the Cemetery.  His leadership helped move 
this idea into a reality.  The garden is now 50% complete.  His passion for this project has 
spread to others who look forward to completing his work.  We know that Bob is in a 
better place with his Lord and Savior and words are hard to find to express how much we 
all miss him.  I believe Imre Vitez’ Reflection:  His Garden says it best. 
 
Thank you to all the helping hands that worked on the cemetery yard this past year. 
 
       Missing Bob, 
       Ken Iselin, Chair 
 
 
Income     Expenses 
Burials   $     500.00  Grave openings  $      700.00 
Cremations         300.00  Superintendent          512.02 
Grave Sales      1,000.00  Mowing        8,900.22 
Miscellaneous         710.00  Memorial Garden       5,576.00 
Interest-checking          56.98  Gifts            119.00 
Interest-RCA      1,354.81  Bank charges             44.00  
RCA Fund Transfer   10,980.35  Miscellaneous             67.64 
Note Receivable     2,000.00  Snow Removal          320.00 
Interest (Note)         830.00 
 
TOTAL   $17,732.14  TOTAL    $ 16,238.88 
 
Balances 
Checking    $     4,252.00 
RCA Program with Interest       25,895.00 
Notes Receivable        97,000.00  
Total     $ 127,147.00 
 
 
 

   Respectfully submitted 
    Ken Iselin, Chairman 
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His Garden 

In the garden I stand, 
the early morning dew lies almost frozen upon the branches and brambles, 

on this late fall/early winter Sunday morning. 

I stand and speak to a friend now passed on. 
In a day’s time, he will be laid to rest in solemn ceremony, 

into the earth from whence he came. 

As I survey the garden in which we worked, 
The silent stillness is broken only by the ringing bell from a nearby church steeple, 

the rustle of leaves by a passing deer startled by an unexpected visitor, 
and a crow singing a sad song. 

As I look about, I see the soil now tilled, 
the ground now leveled, 

the buds set for a winter’s sleep, 
the bushes grown since the early falls planting, 

and the appearance of a serene garden from when there was none. 

I also imagine my friend still in this garden. 
I stand side by side with him, 

laying flat planes of stone, 
digging trenches, 
trimming bushes, 

and helping him level the soil to till the earth. 

I think that in the times to come, 
I will come to his garden to pay my respects, 

to seek his guidance, 
to hear his voice, 

to imagine his steps upon the soil he sowed, 
and to feel his presence in the space that is now his. 

A small arrangement of flowers lies on one of the stones that we laid down months ago, 
now withered and dried in the days that have passed, 

since another friend came to say farewell, 
to say good-bye, 

and to say thank you. 

The silent stillness will not last long for in the spring, 
the buds will grow, 

the leaves will sprout, 
the dormant garden will live,  

green and vibrant. 
The birds will come to visit, 
the blue skies will appear, 

the yellow sun will cast it’s warm rays upon the frozen earth, 
and the garden he imagined, 

the garden he created, 
will become a new home for those who seek sanctuary. 

I think I’ll come to visit his garden often. 
 
Written: Imre Vitez 
Copyright Sand Dreams Press, LLC 
09December2007 
Reflecting upon a friend of mine, a pillar, whom we’ll miss.�
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2007 HARVEST HOME 
 

Once again, the 2007 Harvest Home proved to be a wonderful and successful event in the 
life of our church, and this success is attributed to the help of each of the members and 
friends of our church.   
 
On behalf of the Harvest Home Committee, we would like to thank each of you for your 
help and your participation!   
 
A record number of dinners (640), both in-house (432) and take-out (208) were served 
since we began having only four serving times in 2001!  New this year were having a 
Country Western Singer for entertainment, a Craft Show, and bulk sales of dinners to an 
apartment complex and a family reunion.  As in past years, the Talent House, the Bake 
Sale and the Quilt Show were active throughout the day. 
  
Thank you again to each of you for all of your help.  You really made an impact on 
the success of the event. 

Pat Ciccotelli and Bernie Lewis 
Harvest Home Committee 
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INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK  

 
Our primary hands-on mission project is IHN (Interfaith Hospitality Network), with 
Maria Cermenaro, Wendi Kalley, and Susan Lelah serving as coordinators.  We are 
blessed to have a very dedicated group of volunteers who help with arrivals, departures, 
shopping, laundry, meals, weekend shifts, and overnights.  We are fortunate to receive 
assistance from Three Bridges Reformed, First Unitarian Universalist, and North Branch 
Reformed churches as well.  Together we hosted six weeklong stays during 2007.  We 
thank God for the individuals who make this mission possible, and pray that we can 
continue to make a difference in the lives of homeless people in our community. 
      
Maria Cermenaro, Wendi Kalley & Susan Lelah 



 25 

 
MEMORIAL & STUDENT LOAN COMMITTEE  

The Readington Reformed Church Memorial and Student Loan Fund Committee exists to 
make policies regarding memorial giving and student loans. The Committee will 
endeavor to identify suitable memorials from funds contributed to the church and to make 
student loans. 

The Memorial and Student Loan Fund Committee has been hard at work developing a set 
of by-laws that specify the Committee’s rules of internal operation and to carry out its 
mission. These by-laws are in the process of being approved by Consistory. 
 
Three student loans in the amount of $2,500 were repaid in full in 2007. 
 
The Committee is busy updating the current Memorial Book and purchased a new 
volume.  Both will be permanently displayed when completed. 
 
The Committee will continue to identify and purchase appropriate memorials from 
monetary gifts given to the church in memory of loved ones in the coming year. 
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MEMORIAL AND STUDENT LOAN FUND  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 
STARTING BALANCE (1/1/07): 7,883.21 
 
 BREAKOUT OF INCOME (1/1/07): 
 
 RRC SCHOLARSHIP FUND 445.51 
 ACCRUED INTEREST 314.64 
 URSULA ERICKSON ESTATE 2,808.06 
 HORACE R. BROKAW MEMORIAL 760.00 
 ROGER THARP MEMORIAL 465.00 
 EMILE SPILDOOREN MEMORIAL 1,385.00 
 ELSIE DITZEL MEMORIAL 100.00 
 WALTER DITZEL MEMORIAL 520.00 
 JOHANNAH VOGHT MEMORIAL 100.00 
 BARBARA IELLIMO MEMORIAL 25.00 
 BESSIE VAN BLARCOM MEMORIAL 280.00 
 RHETA THARP MEMORIAL 105.00 
 MILDRED SANDFORD MEMORIAL 150.00 
 HOPE CICCOTELLI MEMORIAL 25.00 
 FLORENCE H. FREEMAN MEMORIAL 200.00 
 MARGARET CAIRD MEMORIAL 200.00 
 
 REPAYMENT OF STUDENT LOANS: 
 
 9/10  HOLLY STETTNER 2,500.00 
 9/10  WHITNEY TYSON 2,500.00 
 9/10  BRETT TYSON 2,500.00 
  
REPAYMENT OF STUDENT LOANS TOTAL:  7,500.00 
 
 ADDITIONAL MEMORIALS: 
 
 1/24  REV. LEWIS M. KUESTER MEMORIAL 500.00 
 BOB LEHMAN MEMORIAL 450.00 
 
TOTAL ADDITIONAL MEMORIALS:  950.00 
 
INTEREST INCOME (1/1 – 12/31/07)  33.59 
 
DISBURSEMTNE TO: 
 CEMETERY FUND (MEMORIAL GARDEN)   (450.00) 
 
ENDING BALANCE AS OF 12/31/07  15,916.80 


