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Pastor’s Annual Report 
 

2006 was an especially noteworthy year for Readington Reformed, because two dearly-
held dreams came to fruition: the work on the sanctuary, and the calling of Jennie Clark 
to lead our youth and family ministry efforts.  Both Phase One (the electrical upgrade) 
and Phase Two (the sanctuary renovation) were completed after years of planning, 
weighing alternatives, praying, and finally stepping out in faith.  The sanctuary 
underwent a significant renovation and redesign, which literally went from the floor to 
the ceiling.  These are some of the highlights of that work:  

·  A new sound system was installed 
·  the ceiling was repaired and painted 
·  the plaster and lathe walls were repaired and painted 
·  the old flooring and chancel area were removed and new subflooring and oak 

flooring was installed 
·  the pews and all of the other sanctuary furnishings were sent out for refinishing 

and resealing 
·  new carpeting was installed 
·  new and more lighting was also installed 
·  the design flow between the narthex and sanctuary was improved 
·  the frames and thresholds for the three sets of the front doors were rebuilt and 

new doors were installed 
·  the sanctuary building was rewired and is now fully alarmed with smoke and 

other fire prevention devices, which are hard-wired into the local police and fire 
departments 

·  the chancel area was rebuilt to be lower, more unified, and more flexible and 
open, to accommodate a variety of worship needs and to bring the building up to 
current code 

 
We called Jennie Clark to a new position, that of youth and family ministry; she 

started in February.  A youth and family steering committee was formed, to support her 
in her efforts, and to serve as a “think tank” with her.  To learn more about their efforts, 
read further! 

We also continued our fundraising efforts to support Phase Two, stayed the course 
with our wide variety of outreach and fellowship efforts, continued to experience a 
variety of musical forms in worship, and welcomed six new adult members into the 
congregation.  The Cemetery Committee pressed ahead with the installation of the 
memorial garden, another project that had long been a gleam in their eyes. 

God has been so gracious in His response to our efforts.  In spite of a projected 
budget shortfall of thousands of dollars, we were able to meet all of our obligations – 
even as our efforts increased.  The sanctuary redesign was guided and shepherded by 
Dick and Carolyn Weger, and the sound system was designed and installed by Bob Cole.  
Their efforts saved the congregations tens of thousands of dollars – and their work was of 
the very highest quality.  Many people also made significant contributions, digging and 
installing stone, pulling up flooring and nails, painting and weeding.  The rejuvenated 
appearance of our building, and its grounds, is due to the wonderful work and 
stewardship of this congregation.  May God continue to bless our efforts as we work to 
spread the good news of salvation here in this corner of NJ! 
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READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH  
DIRECTORY  

2007 
 
 

Church 
 

124 Readington Road 
Box 1, Readington, NJ  08870 

(908) 534-2077 
(908) 534-0868 (fax) 

Email: RRC@netcarrier.com 
 
 

Pastor 
 

Pastor Cathy Gumpert 
126 Readington Road 

Box 19, Readington, NJ  08870 
(908) 534-9959 

Email: pastorcathy@netcarrier.com 
 
 

The Consistory 
 
 

Elders       Deacons 
 
 
 
�
Marvin Fields  2008 534-8736  Brenda Gerlipp      2007     369-4192   
   Vice President        Deacon Chair 
   Fundraising Committee Liaison      Fellowship & Outreach Liaison 
   Pastoral Care Committee Chair   David Terhune       2007     371-1752 
Ernst Gurke   2007 534-9432     Missions Liaison 
   Endowment Chair         Building & Grounds Liaison 
Patrice Chadwick 2007 782-9922  Janet Cole               2008    534-5912 
   Memorial & Student Loans Chair      Clerk of Consistory  
Sue Sohl  2008 534-2488     Youth & Family Ministry Liaison 
   People Care Liaison     Bob Lehman         2008    642-5373 
La Verne Linskey 2009    725-4772         Finance Liaison 
   Spiritual Care Committee Liaison     James Kennedy       2009    823-0238 
             IT Chair 
          Cemetery Liaison 
         Kim Cole         2009    874-8696 
          Endowment 
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Staff 
 
 
 
 
Pastor                                                  Cathy Gumpert 534-2077 (office) 

534-9959 (parsonage) 
Pastor Emeritus   Donald McCabe  (717) 749-3257 
Church Secretary   Terry Digan   534-2077 (office) 

638-6365 (home) 
Clerk of Consistory Janet Cole   534-5912 
Director of Music/Organist  John Ayer   (609) 439-7590 
Sunday School Superintendents         Donna Freeman 281-1003 
                                                            Sandy Vitez 534-1753 
Church Treasurer   Bob Lehman   642-5373 
Assistant Church Treasurer                Wendi Kalley 526-8358 
Church Financial Secretary  Mike Thompson  707-8548 
Youth & Family Ministry  Jennie Clark   534-5857 
Women's Ministries                            Patricia Ciccotelli 526-8572 
Memorials/Student Loans Chair Patrice Chadwick  782-9922 
Prayer Chain Coordinator  Reba Jermyn   722-1180 
Church Flower Coordinator               Chris Harvey 806-4556 
Nursery                                               Janet Cole 534-5912 
                                                            Kim Cole 874-8696 
Sunday School Nursery Coordinator Maria Cermenaro  685-2212 
Librarian                                             Shirley Koller 685-0373 
Harvest Home Chair   Burnett Lewis   534-4139 
Quilting Group Leader  Shirley Spildooren  534-2276 
Cemetery Superintendent                    Bob Lehman 642-5373 
Interfaith Hospitality Chair                 Susan Lelah 534-4623 
Classis Delegate                                  Ernst Gurke 534-9432 
Alternate Classis Delegate                  Bob Cole 534-5912 
�
�
�
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VITAL STATISTICS  
 
     2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000  
  
Families*       60     62      78     70     65   101 
 
Members 
   Active       97     99   105   113   108     94   169 
   Inactive       83   152   142   131   133   116     41 
   Baptized (but not confirmed)    56     51     59     71     67     56     81 
      
 
   Total      236   302   306   315   308   266   392 
       
 
 
Adherents**       23     23     15     17       8       6     25 
 
Average Sunday Attendance    106   105     99     84   115     89     95 
       
*Households with at least one active or inactive member. 
**People who regularly participate but are not members. 
 
 
Baptisms 
 
 Bailey Owen Merz, son of Matt and Amy 
 Nolan James Ciccotelli, son of David and Shawna 
 
 
New Members Received 
 
Joan Cucci    Reaffirmation of Faith 
Carrie Feeney    Reaffirmation of Faith 
Cary Haynes    Reaffirmation of Faith 
Adam Robb    Reaffirmation of Faith 
Heather Robb    Reaffirmation of Faith 
Kim Weger    Reaffirmation of Faith 
 
Transfer of Membership 
 
Drew Housten    Three Bridges Reformed Church 
Janice Housten   Three Bridges Reformed Church 
Thomas Housten   Three Bridges Reformed Church 
Suzanne Nagle   Lamington Presbyterian Church   
 
Church Member Deaths 
 
Lillian Wood    February 28, 2006   
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FINANCE COMMITTEE  
 
The job of the Finance Committee is not just about money.  It is first and foremost about 
furthering the work of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  To this end we gather your treasures, 
prepare budgets and act as stewards of the church’s money so that funds are available 
when needed for church programs and facilities. 
 
2006 saw a decrease in Mission Giving (20%), an increase in weekly giving (6.2%), and 
a decrease in Holiday Offerings (16%). 
 
Our 2007 budget is an unbalanced one.  Expenses have increased (7.9%), while our 
weekly giving has increased 3%, as projected by the Stewardship Committee.  We will 
use all of our savings plus a shortfall of $16,428 to balance the budget.  Your Finance 
Team and Consistory are aggressively searching out ways to erase this shortfall.  It is 
with ours and your faithful prayers that with the Grace of God we will first, find the 
answer to eliminate shortfall, and second, your “Pledge of Giving” will be fulfilled and/or 
exceeded. 
 
Members of the Finance Committee have given freely of their time and talents to insure 
the proper financial stewardship of our church was handled in a timely and accurate 
manner.  Please thank the counters who serve throughout the year:  David Cole, Wendi 
Kalley, and Debbie Stryker.  Also, thank members of Consistory for acting as assistant 
counters for a month each year. 
 
 
Robert T. Lehman 
Finance Chairman 
 

 
       
   
 
Our Asset Accounts at year end 12/31/06 were as follows: 
 
 General Fund Checking    $  22,292.45 
 RCA Cash Fund RE 0240 (savings)         3,011.42 
 Mabel Hall Trust Fund      107,452.05 
 RCA Annuity Income RE 0236 (endowment)     19,776.85 
 Sanctuary Redesign-Capital Fund         4,421.77 
 RRC – Music Fund           2,000.00 
 
 Total Assets      $158,954.54 
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2006 DETAILS 
 
 
Opening Balance – January 1, 2006     $        251.95 
 
Income 
 
Weekly Offerings       $ 122,282.00 
Loose Offerings              3,868.03 
Holiday Offerings              7,053.00 
Sunday School Offerings                974.72 
Mission Related Giving             6,937.07 
Building Fund               3,792.50 
Denominational Assessment             4,758.67 
Dinners             16,847.95 
Sanctuary Redesign – Capital Campaign         58,917.00 
Trust Income/RCA Fund Interest          11,456.69 
Fund Transfers (from savings)        356,500.00 
Other (Money Box, Initial envelope, etc.)           1,790.65 
Donations               2,646.00 
Sanctuary-Fundraisers           11,374.80 
Endowment             50,710.92 
 TOTAL INCOME      $ 659,910.00 
 
Expenses, Missions & Capital Improvement 
 
Salaries, Taxes, & Housing Allowance    $   99,467.82 
Pension & Employee Insurance          23,779.20 
Pastor Expenses              2,298.96 
Office              10,759.11 
Worship               1,131.52 
Music                1,389.22 
Denominational Assessment             7,174.52 
Fellowship                  476.51 
Outreach               2,205.24 
Christian Education              1,773.80 
Building & Grounds            20,110.02 
Stewardship                  807.13 
Missions               7,057.55 
Other (Youth Ministry, Interest, etc.)            9,473.74 
Sanctuary Redesign Expenses        346,010.86 
Pulpit Supply/Gifts              1,250.00 
Dinners             10,536.77 
IT                   464.36 
Endowment Transfer            90,988.50 
Sanctuary-Fundraisers                714.67 
 TOTAL CASH OUTFLOW     $ 637,869.50 
 
 
Ending Balance – December 31, 2006    $   22,292.45 
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SANCTUARY REDESIGN/RENOVATION/HANDICAP  
 
 
This project undertaking started five years ago.  The first step was to determine what 
needed to be done; second, to plan and lay out how to do it; and, third, to implement the 
actual contracting for the project.   
 
The Consistory, on May 18, 2005, started it’s Capital Campaign Fund Drive.  This started 
with the mailing of an informational pamphlet, commitment card and gift card.  Response 
at year end – December 31, 2006 – is as follows: 
 

·  Commitment cards received  56 
·  Gift – Newsletter   17 
·  Gift – Harvest Home   10 
·  Fund Analysis: 

1. Cash received  $  197,988.20 
2. Balances Due        36,266.00 
3. Total Commit      234,254.20 
4. Cemetery Fund       40,000.00 
5. Total Available     274,254.20 

 
The year 2006, under the steadfast guidance of our project manager, saw the completion 
of Phase I and II of our Sanctuary beautification project.  Additional items, i.e., sound 
system, fire and smoke alarm system, new church front doors, etc., plus an increase in 
costs from when the project was originally figured has brought the project in over budget. 
 
A sincere blessed thank you to all that have supported this project, financially and/or with 
your time of labor.  This truly has been a team effort. 
 
 

SPIRITUAL CARE  
 
 
WORSHIP 
 
In 2006, we held a joint Ash Wednesday service with Stanton Reformed.  The Reverend 
Faith Link preached, and we offered an imposition of ashes for those who desired it (on 
their foreheads or on the back of their hands).  We participated in a ecumenical Lenten 
service that Our Lady of Lourdes hosted, continued to hold on Maundy Thursday 
Christian Seder potluck, which includes serving communion to one another around the 
table; the Tenebrae service on Good Friday; the sunrise cemetery service and the Easter 
service.  In June we held our student-lead service, on Children’s Sunday.  We continued 
holding two hymn sings, in July and in December.  We had a service to celebrate the 
support of the children and the community for soldiers in NJ who were serving in 
Afghanistan that was attended by some of our service men and women from Fort Dix.  In 
November, we hosted the Thanksgiving ecumenical service in our newly-redone 
sanctuary.  Because Christmas Eve was also the Fourth Sunday of Advent this year, the 
Fourth Sunday service was designed around a Christmas play based on Luke 2.  To 
prepare the congregation for that event, the Advent services were all framed around a 
lectio continua of the Gospel of Matthew, as we considered the wondrous love God has 
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for us, and the amazing ways that God’s call to Elizabeth, Zechariah, Joseph and Mary 
challenged and reassured them.  We also continued to hold our two Christmas Eve 
services; the 7 PM service is a joyous celebration that incorporates participation by all of 
the musical groups in the church.  The 11 PM service is quiet and simple, and we 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Both Christmas Eve services are candlelight services. 
 
We experimented somewhat with musical styles used during worship, considering 
different genres (the blues, gospel and folk-type music) and instruments, including a harp 
as the primary instrument during one of the Lenten services.  We also continued 
occasionally returning to the ancient practice of psalmody, using a cantor to sing the 
verses of the psalm that is the call to worship; the congregation responds with the refrain.  
We will continue to expose the congregation to a variety of worshipful music, and 
worshipful practices, in the future. 
 
We will be reaching out to the teen members of the congregation, and interested others, 
to encourage them to help lead worship, primarily through becoming trained as worship 
assistants and as preachers of children’s sermons.  Adults are also welcome to participate 
in these capacities.  Please see Pastor Cathy if you are interested.  We welcome your 
participation!  
 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 
As a part of the Spiritual Care Committee, the Christian Education branch strives to 
provide spiritual nourishment to both youth and adults. New member classes for teens 
and adults, bible studies, the library, Sunday School and Vacation Bible School are all 
components of this program. 
 
Our Christian Education year begins in September with a church family pancake 
breakfast and ends in June on Children's Day with all ages leading the congregation in 
worship and attending the church-wide family picnic. This year, Jennie Clark, our new 
Youth and Family Ministry Director helped coach the youth in some special musical 
offerings presented on Children's Day. In 2006, we also added a special Children's 
Christmas Program presented during worship on the morning of Christmas Eve. 
 
Other changes included team teaching partners and the preschool through 8th grade 
teachers began using a new curriculum faithful to the Reformed interpretation of 
Scripture called WALK WITH ME. Due to construction in the sanctuary we did not plan 
a traditional Vacation Bible School over the summer but look forward to bringing this 
program back in 2007. 
 
Weekly offerings were dedicated to Starfish and the RCWS Give-a-Goat program. Once 
again, our Sunday School offering for the fall helped support a previous Sunday School 
student, Christine Pieper in her second year as a full-time campus missionary at the 
University of Alabama. In addition, the children created a photo quilt for our church and 
worked on collaborative service projects including collecting school supplies for Starfish 
youth and gathering items for RCWS health kits. They also participated in the One Great 
Hour of Sharing which also supports the work of the Reformed Church World Service. 
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FALL 2006 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
Preschool and Kindergarten   Judy Iselin and Ken Iselin 
1st and 2nd grade    Pat Chadwick and Pat Ciccotelli 
3rd and 4th grade    Laura Fields and Wendi Kalley 
5th, 6th and 7th grade   Brenda Gerlipp and Bob Cole 
8th grade     Donna Boch and Karen Weber 
9th - 12th grade    Steve Freeman and Bob LeFever 
Adult Sunday School and Wed. Evening Marvin Fields 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  Pastor Cathy Gumpert 
Craft and Activity Coordinator  Sandy Vitez 
Christian Education Chair   Donna Freeman 
 
THANK YOU to the teachers, volunteers and parents who have donated their time and 
skills to contribute toward the spiritual growth of their students! 
 
      Respectively submitted, 
      Donna Freeman 
 

 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY  
 
Youth Retreat 2006 
Several young ladies participated in the Spring Fling Youth Rally, April 28th – 30th at 
Camp Warwick. Danielle Weber, Emily Smalley, Gina Cermenaro, Lydia Lelah, Jennifer 
Weber, Emily Lelah, Ashley Fields, and chaperone, Mrs. Fields; enjoyed this 
special time of fellowship, music, prayer and devotions as we learned how to 
build stronger relationships with each other and our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  There were many fun activities like the “Race for the Warwick Cup,” 
the Talent Show and creating a memento of the event.  The theme of the 
weekend was that the Lord is our loving shepherd and we are his sheep.  Thanks to God, 
all the participants, parents, and our church family for making this a very memorable 
experience. 
       Sincerely, 
       Laura Fields 
 
Under the guidance of the Spiritual Care committee and the YFM Steering Committee 
our first full year of youth group has been a year of learning and getting to know each 
other.  We got things started with the Whoonu game night, and there was a wonderful 
representation there from many families.  It was a fun night and I think everyone learned 
something new about someone.   While it took us a little while to get into a groove with  
meetings, we did run successful Lock-ins for three age groups (High School, Middle 
School, and Grades 4-6).  Everyone got a T-shirt, designed by our middle school girls.  
Over the summer we adjusted the age groups to evenly space out the group sizes, 
resulting in ACT 1 (Awesome Christian Tweens, grades 4-7) and ACT 2 (Amazing 
Christian Teens, grades 8-12).  We planned family events to include the 3rd grade and 
under crowd, and started the school year with a trip to Dorney Park.  Next we hosted 
Pumpkinpalooza! We had over a dozen adult volunteers and ACT 1 and 2 were great 
helpers, keeping the kids moving through the activities.  In addition, we collected new 
and gently used Halloween costumes and donated over 30 costumes to IHN families.  In 
November, we hosted the Third Act Cafe, which mixed Karaoke and open mic night and 
brought together a nice size group for an evening of entertainment and fun.  We finished 
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up the year with a wonderful Carol Sing.  This was a great family event, the weather was 
unseasonably beautiful, the neighborhood families who participated were receptive and  
generous, and a fun time was had by all.  Between the neighborhood and the carolers, we 
collected armfuls of toys that were donated to IHN.  A rewarding end to our first year. 
 
On average I spend about 5 hours each week managing schedules, planning activities, 
and running and/or attending meetings.  On weeks where there are events, that is 
obviously increased.  We have many things planned for 2007, including Snowflake 
Sunday, Sweetheart Nite, Lucky Green Breakfast, additional Third Act Cafe nights 
throughout the year, a return of VBS and Dorney Park Day, a mission trip for High 
Schoolers this summer and a trip to Warwick for Grades 2-6 for the spring, along with a 
few lock-ins just for fun! This year we will also invite other area Reformed Church youth 
to join us for some of these events so that we can add some diversity to the group and 
make some new friends. 
 
On a personal note, I feel that I have been truly blessed to know each and every one of 
you.  I continue to enjoy our time together and look forward to our continued growth and 
many more happy memories.   Jennie Clark 
 
STEWARDSHIP 
No report submitted. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY  
2006 turned out to be a great year for the music department of RRC!  The youth choir, 

which was started in the fall, has been enhanced by the membership of two boys, 
Bobby and Brian Cole, those inseparable but enthusiastically devoted first cousins.  
The choir has progressed very nicely this year, and we hope that many more of our 
church youngsters will join the ranks in the near future. 

 
The Cymbalum Ringers (youth bell choir) have also added two more members to its 
roster:  Casey Haines and Wesley Mauger.  Fortunately, they both came armed with 
strength, for they take care of the bigger bass bells with ease.  We now have more kids 
involved in the bell choir program than at any other time in my tenure at RRC! 
 
The Readington Ringers (adult bell choir) have done a fantastic job this year.  They have 
met the musical challenges of performing some very complex and difficult pieces.  And 
they have done so gleefully and always with smiles on their faces.  Kudos to them!  
Sadly, this fall we had to persevere without the excellent ringing of Dawn Thompson 
(who is now realizing that pregnancy is almost as much fun as bell choir…).  But Jen 
Weber, possessed with inimitable talent, has graciously come to our rescue. 
 
And last, but certainly not least – what would we ever do without the magnificent efforts 

of our Chancel Choir members?!?   As is true with our other ensembles, 
recruitment is up here, too; Jennifer Krol became our newest member in October.   
And Jessica Iselin, Lydia Lelah and Emily Smalley, our gifted high school 

students, have supported our ranks admirably.   Perhaps these good and noble souls 
deserve our most fervent praise and admiration, for they continue to lead worship on a 
weekly basis and do so, on a consistently high level.  We look forward to another 
splendid year of music making at RRC in 2007! 
      Respectfully submitted, 
       John Ayer 
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE  
 
Our roster of missions for 2006 was: 
 
Month/Occasion  Mission   Category Offering 
 
January   RCA World Services World  $486.00 
February   Bessie Green  Urban  $478.00 
March   Ministry to the Aging Local  $502.00 
April   Camp Warwick  Urban  $528.48 
May   New Brunswick Seminary Local  $471.00 
June   Habitat for Humanity Local  $458.00 
July   Words of Hope  World  $501.00 
August   Good News Home 
      For Women  Local  $451.00 
September  Rutgers Protestant 
      Campus Ministries Local  $481.00 
October   IHN   Local  $250.50 
   Starfish   Local  $250.50 
November  Pokot People  World  $584.00 
December  Hunterdon Hospital 
      Chaplaincy  Local  $198.00 
   South Bound Brook 
      Soup Kitchen  Local  $198.00 
 
Special Missions: 
Souper Bowl  Starfish   Local  Food 
Lent   Church World Services/ 
   One Great Hour of Sharing World  $  71.07 
4 on the Fourth  Starfish   Local  $  95.00 
Sunday School  RCWS – Goats  World  $336.00 
 

 
DEACON’S REPORT 

 
 
The focus of the deacons is to provide care and support to members of the congregation 
and the local community.  Each month, there was a Deacon of the Month who was 
responsible for coordinating meals, rides, and general assistance to members who needed 
help.  There were also specific efforts made to provide rides to church for those who 
needed transportation.   
 
One of the primary focuses of the Deacons in 2006 was the local Starfish program.  Six 
collections were coordinated this year, including food, filled backpacks for school 
children, monetary collections, the holiday Giving Tree, and holiday food collections.  
Through these concentrated efforts, the entire congregation provided tremendous support 
for those people in our community in need of assistance. 
 
This year, we headed a church drive to make up Emergency Kits to be sent to Church 
World Services.  We collected 90 kits in all. 
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In addition to special projects (such as Starfish), the Deacons play a vital roll in the day-
to-day, week-to-week, and month-to-month life of Readington Reformed Church.  On an 
on-going basis, the Deacons do the following: 
 

·  Annual Consistory Retreat 
·  Consistory Meetings 
·  Deacons Meetings 
·  Serving Communion 
·  Assisting Counters each week 
·  Sanctuary Redesign special meetings 
·  Elder/Deacon workshop 

 
Sincere thanks to all the deacons for fulfilling their call to serve, and especially to Dick 
Weger and Mike Thompson, our outgoing deacons who have completed their period of 
service. 
 
 
 

IT TEAM  
 
No report submitted. 
 
 
 

READINGTON QUILTERS  
 
 
A gift of $431.00 was given by the Quilters to the Readington Reformed Church at 
Harvest Home.  We also gave a hand-pieced and hand-quilted wall hanging to the Spring 
Art Auction.  At auction this brought in $140.00 which was given to the Sanctuary 
Redesign Fund. 
 
We have about 5 active members who meet every Tuesday, year round, from 10:00 a.m. 

to 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  All of the Readington Quilters are members of the 
Hunterdon County Quilting Guild.  Through this group we individually make and 

donate quilts for terminally ill children, for unwed mothers through “New Moms, 
New Expectations” with Catholic Charities in Somerville, “Friendship Center for 
New Beginnings” in Flemington, Katrina victims in Mississippi, and for the 

Hunterdon Developmental Center in Clinton. 
 
We gladly welcome new members any Tuesday.  Bring a sandwich and join us.  We 
provide the tea, coffee, and fellowship! 
 
For information call . . . . .  Shirley Spildooren (908) 534-2276, or 
    Ruth Connor (908) 534-9672 
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READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH WOMEN’S MINISTRIES  

 
 
 
Well, another year has passed and it seems like only yesterday I was writing last year’s 
report. 
 
I guess our most well attended programs from last year were the Lenten Breakfast, June 
Picnic, Fourth Annual Craft Show, and the December Christmas Party.  It’s so nice to see 
such happy and enthusiastic faces at these programs. 
 
However, we do have a meeting every month which starts at 7:30 p.m. and ends no later 
than 10:00 p.m., the second Monday of each month.  I again urge you to come out for all, 
or at least some, of the meetings.  These are not just business meetings, some are 
planning meetings and some are workshops to learn flower arranging or whatever we feel 
would be fun or interesting for the women of the church. 
 
One of our most important planning meetings is to prepare for our October Craft Show, 
which will be held on the last Saturday of the month.  So please mark your calendars now 
for the October 27, 2007 Craft Show.  Please come out to all, or at least some, of the 
activities being held that day which will include lunch.  So, men you too can feel free to 
come and enjoy.  We need the support of our congregation.  It is or only fundraiser for 
the year.  Bring your friends! 
 
Please give us a chance.  We welcome new ideas.  May the Lord bless you today and 
every day. 
 
 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
    Pat Ciccotelli, President 
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READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH WOMEN’S MINISTRIES  
TREASURER’S REPORT 2006 

 
 
Balance on hand as of January 1, 2006     $   3,030.50 
 
 
Receipts 
 
Offering     $     76.15 
Craft Show       2,578.55 
Contributions/Flowers     1,910.00 
Free Will Offering         205.00 
Reimbursement-Funeral Luncheons       160.00 
   Total Receipts    $4,929.70       4,929.70 
          $  7,960.20 
 
Disbursements 
 
Winnebago Day Care Center        300.00 
Camp Warwick Scholarship Fund       500.00 
New Brunswick Seminary Women’s Auxillary  200.00 
Christine Pieper (Navigators)        100.00 
Reformed Church Home        225.00 
Reformed Church Women          85.00 
RRC Redesign       1,359.00 
Programs            40.78 
Funeral Luncheons         154.91 
Lenten Breakfast           63.73 
Craft Show          500.23 
Christmas Party           47.75 
Christmas Decorations        401.66 
Flowers-Easter & Christmas     1,130.15 
Rose Buds/Newborns in Congregation          5.00 
Miscellaneous gifts           20.00 
   Total Disbursements   $5,133.21      5,133.21 
 
 
Balance on hand as of December 31, 2006     $ 2,826.99 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Rosemarie Manzo, Treasurer 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE  
 
Spring ground work day was well attended.  Storm drains were cleaned out, window 
wells cleaned, shrubs trimmed, shrub beds edged and stones raked off of grass area.  The 
grease trap in the kitchen was cleaned and a new sump pump installed.  New kitchen 
faucet was installed.  Abandoned leaking cold water line that ran around the outside 
of the church to the kitchen.  Ran a new plastic waterline from well tank to kitchen 
above ceiling in Fellowship Hall and insulated the pipe.  Thanks to John Rathborne 
for digging with his backhoe and doing all the plumbing work. 
 
The shed roof on the barn was leaking.  Removed all the old roofing material and 
installed new rolled roofing.  Thanks to Steve Freeman for doing this job. 
 
Moved crib room to old computer room, and cleaned and painted new room.  Old crib 
room is now being used by Youth & Family Ministry teens.  Thanks to all who cleaned 
and painted.  New carpet for crib room and teen room was donated by Rug Mart of 
Flemington. 
 
Old well tank was abandoned and a new tank was installed in a new location.  The Bell 
Tower water leaks still need to be addressed.  The Bell Tower roof is being addressed by 
the committee and we are getting quotes from contractors for its replacement. 
 
My sincere thanks to everyone who has worked around the church keeping it neat and in 
good repair. 
 
     Richard Weger, Chair 
  
 
 

READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH CEMETERY  
 

A prime focus this past year was the Memorial Garden.  Great progress was made 
considering the combination work days with the Building and Grounds Committee in 
order to complete Phase II of Sanctuary Redesign of our Church.  We have completed 
about 40% of our garden project.  The focal point of our garden, the stone wall, was 
completed.  The lower two stone corner boxes, located on each side of the entrance way, 
were also done. 
 
In 2007 we look forward to installing flowers, shrubs, and trees in the Garden.  We also 
would like to complete the planned internment area for ashes.  Along with building a 
berm wall for quiet meditation we will also create a scatter area for ashes inside the 
existing Memorial Garden for those who wish to use it. 
 
Thank you to all the helping hands that helped move this project forward.  A special 
thank you to Bob Lehman, Dick Weger, Imre Vitez and Don Moore, whose time and 
talents are invaluable to this committee. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Ken Iselin, Cemetery Chair 
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The following people were buried in RRC cemetery: 
 
  Irene Marie Moore   November 1, 2005 
  Matthew James Melchionda  March 8, 2006 
  Susan H. Tauscher   April 12, 2006 
  Elva F. Patterson   July 11, 2006 
  James H. Shepherd, Jr.  October 31, 2006 
 
 
 
 
Income     Expenses 
Burials   $  2,100.00  Grave openings  $      900.00 
Cremations         900.00  Superintendent          525.00 
Grave Sales      6,800.00  Mowing      10,633.06 
Miscellaneous         375.00  Memorial Garden       5,125.62 
Interest-checking          21.23  Gifts            279.98 
Interest-RCA      3,708.39  Bank charges           108.20  
RCA Fund Transfer     2,000.00  Miscellaneous           210.27 
Note Receivable     1,000.00  Grave-Repurchase       1,000.00 
Interest (Note)         400.00 
 
TOTAL   $17,304.62  TOTAL    $ 18,882.13 
 
 
 
Balances 
Checking    $     2,591.45 
RCA Program with Interest       36,875.35 
Notes Receivable        99,000.00  
Total     $ 138,466.80 
 
 
 
       Have a Happy and Healthy Year 
       Ken Iselin, Chairman 
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READINGTON REFORMED CHURCH  
CEMETERY – TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
 
Opening Balance – Checking account as of 1/1/06    $   7,875.35 
 
 
Income 
   Burials/Cremations     $  3,000.00 
   Grave Sales          6,800.00 
   Loan Payment         1,000.00 
   Savings Transfer         5,800.00 
   Interest             421.23 
   Miscellaneous            377.00 
 Total Income          17,398.23 
          $25,273.58 
 
 
Expenses 
   Grave Openings-Keith Fields   $     900.00 
   Supervisor-Bob Lehman           525.00 
   Mowing-Rainfall Landscape (Parsonage-960)   10,633.06 
   Memorial Garden         5,125.62 
   Miscellaneous            210.27 
   Bank Charges            108.20 
   Re-purchase (graves)        1,100.00 
   Interest Transfer to RRC        3,800.00 
   Gifts              279.98 
 Total Expenses         22,682.13 
 
Closing Balance – Checking account as of 12/31/06    $  2,591.45  
 
 
RCA Fund a/c #242 
 
Balance as of 1/1/06    $138,966.96 
 
Plus Interest – Calendar Year         4,054.66 
      $143,021.62 
Less Transfer to checking     105,800.00 
Less Fund Fee-Calendar Year            346.27 
 
Balance as of 12/31/06   $  36,875.35 
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PEOPLE CARE 
 

 
2006 DINNERS 

 
HARVEST HOME 
Once again, the 2006 Harvest Home again proved to be a wonderful and 
successful event in the life of our church, and this success is attributed to the 

help of each of the members and friends of our church.   
  
On behalf of the Harvest Home Committee, Bob Lehman and I would like to thank each 
of you for your help and your participation!  . . . and to the children who sold flowers 
during the day and helped throughout the event with a high degree of energy! 
  
Over 500 in-house and take-out dinners were served, and the various shoppes were active 
throughout the day . . . and all of this was happening while our sanctuary redesign project 
was in progress! 
  
Thank you again to each of you for all of your help.  You really made an impact on the 
success of the event. 
 
TURKEY AND HAM DINNERS 
As part of the 2005 fundraising campaign to meet the 2006 annual budget, Consistory 
approved plans submitted by Bob Lehman for two dinners, and both were fabulous! 
 
The first one was the revival of the popular Turkey Dinner.  This was widely requested 
by patrons of the Harvest Home Dinners, and it was held in its traditional timeframe of 
May.  The menu was like a traditional Thanksgiving meal and the Boutique and home-
made baked goods were well received. 
 
The second was a Fresh Ham Dinner and the meat was roasted in a wood burning oven.  
The menu was also a traditional one and was well received by all of the patrons. 
 
Both dinners helped our church close the gap to the budget and kudos to all who 
participated in helping make both of these events successful and enjoyable to all. 
 
     Bob Lehman and Bernie Lewis 
     Harvest Home Committee 
 
OUTREACH  
 
The following accomplishments occurred during 2006: 
 

·  Ran articles in the local papers as our Sanctuary Redesign project progressed, 
inviting the community to come “check us out!” 

·  Welcomed and invited new community members to join us by running an ad in a 
local map which is distributed to new members in local townships. 

·  Hosted weekly meetings for local chapters of NARANON, OverEaters 
Anonymous, NA, Girl Scout Service Unit 6 and the local MOM’s club.  Girl 
Scout troops also held their monthly meetings in our church. 
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·  Sponsored Cub Scout Pack 1980 and hosted many of their meetings and events. 
·  Hosted a program focusing on Hunterdon Hospice Care.  We welcomed a speaker 

from the Hunterdon Hospice Speakers Bureau.  His talk focused on the patient 
and family needs in very difficult times, and the patients’ comfort as the main 
goal in helping them live as full a life as possible. 

·  Hosted a weekly Body & Soul exercise class for anyone interested in giving their 
muscles & minds a workout. 

·  Shared the Christmas spirit through song with the local community in the 3rd 
annual Carol Sing.  More than 40 people joined in this event. 

·  Reviewed and improved our listings in both the Hunterdon and Somerset County 
yellow pages, and also in the Hunterdon County Democrat newspaper.  Some 
advertising which was considered unnecessary was eliminated. 

·  Displayed thought-provoking and inspirational messages on our outdoor church 
sign. 

 
 
INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK  
 
Our primary hands-on mission project is IHN (Interfaith Hospitality Network), with 
Maria Cermenaro, Wendi Kalley, and Susan Lelah serving as coordinators.  We are 
blessed to have a very dedicated group of volunteers who help with arrivals, departures, 
shopping, laundry, meals, weekend shifts, and overnights.  We are fortunate to receive 
assistance from Three Bridges Reformed, First Unitarian Universalist, and North Branch 
Reformed churches as well.  Together we hosted six weeklong stays during 2006.  We 
thank God for the individuals who make this mission possible, and pray that we can 
continue to make a difference in the lives of homeless people in our community. 
 
    Maria Cermenaro, Wendi Kalley & Susan Lelah 
 
 

MEMORIAL & STUDENT LOAN COMMITTEE  
 
 
The Memorial and Student Loan Fund Committee was active in 2006.  The members of 
the Committee have been working on a set of by-laws for a good portion of the year.  We 
hope to finalize them by the second quarter of 2007 and submit them to Consistory for 
approval. 
  
One $2,500 student loan was disbursed during 2006. 
 
This Committee sponsored a training course on the proper use of the Philips HeartSmart 
AED (automatic external defibrillator) which was conducted by Dr. Ash Nashed. 
 
The Committee continued to update the Memorial Book which will be permanently 
displayed when the renovation of the sanctuary is completed. 
 
We would like to encourage the members of our congregation to consider remembering 
the fund in your wills, or donating money to the Memorial Fund as a means of providing 
living memorials at the time of the death of a loved one. 
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MEMORIAL AND STUDENT LOAN FUND  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 
Balance as of January 1, 2006      $  7,938.45 
 
 
     Breakout of Income 1/1/06: 
 
 RRC Scholarship Fund   $        945.51 
 Ursula Erickson Estate          2,808.06 
 Horace R. Brokaw Memorial             760.00 
 Roger Tharp Memorial             465.00 
 Emile Spildooren Memorial          1,385.00 
 Elsie Ditzel Memorial              100.00 
 Walter Ditzel Memorial             520.00 
 Johannah Voight Memorial             100.00 
 Barbara Iellimo Memorial               25.00 
 Bessie Van Blarcom Memorial            280.00 
 Rheta Tharp Memorial             105.00 
 Mildred Sanford Memorial             150.00 
 Hope Ciccotelli Memorial    25.00 
 
Accrued Interest               269.88 
 
Interest Income 1/106 – 12/31/06      $      44.76 
 
     Additional Memorials: 
 
 2/6/06  Florence H. Freeman            200.00 
 5/10/06 Margaret Caird            200.00 
 1/31/06 Additional RRC Scholarship Fund in 
     Memory of Bessie Van Blarcom       2,000.00 
 
TOTAL INCOME        $10,383.21 
 
Expenditures: 
 
 9/15/06 Rachel Gumpert Student Loan   -   2,500.00 
 
Ending Balance as of 12/31/06      $   7,883.21 
 
 
Five Outstanding Student Loans 
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SANCTUARY REDESIGN 
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE  

 
 
The Sanctuary Redesign Fundraising Committee was formed in June 2005 at the request 
of Consistory and charged with raising funds to benefit our Capital Campaign and reach 
our goal of $250,000. 
 
The following fundraisers were held in 2006: 
 

�  Broadway Revue Concert – Rebecca Pieper and several of her colleagues 
performed a selection of Broadway show tunes in February in An Afternoon of 
Broadway concert.  A light supper was held after the concert. The total benefit to 
the sanctuary redesign project was $1,085.53. 

 
�  Art Auction – The Ross Galleries art auction was the biggest fundraiser to date.  

This event was held at the Readington Volunteer Fire Company on April 28.  It 
was a night full of fun and fellowship.  $7,497.00 was raised from ticket sales, 
generous donations by members of our congregation, art sales, and ads from local 
community businesses. 

 
�  Tethered Balloon Rides – A tethered balloon ride, courtesy of Steve and Bev 

Harris, was held on Pentecost Sunday with the theme, Let Your Spirits Rise!  
Ninety-five riders were able to enjoy this Pentecost celebration and $1,062.60 was 
raised. 

 
�  Clothing Drive – On November 18, more than 4,500 lbs. of used clothing, linens, 

leather goods, and stuffed animals were collected for a total of $452 to benefit 
Sanctuary Redesign!  This event was sponsored at the same time as a Girl Scout 
Blood Drive and was a wonderful source of community outreach as well as a 
means to help others. 

 
�  Lord & Taylor Benefit Bash – 24 tickets at $5.00 per ticket ($120.00) were sold 

for this fun day of special events and sales on October 10 at the Bridgewater 
Commons store.  Because we did not sell over 50 tickets, Readington Reformed 
Church did not earn a percentage of the total ticket sales on the day of the event. 

 
Fundraising efforts will continue in 2007 and a new Sanctuary Redesign Fundraising 
Committee will be formed.  Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to serve.  
May God bless the new Sanctuary Redesign Fundraising Committee as He has blessed 
us. 
 
The members of the outgoing committee thank you for your help and for your generosity 
and look forward to worshiping with you in the new year and for many years to come in 
our beautiful new sanctuary. 
 
 


